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The following statement was released by the California Energy Commission, California 
Public Utilities Commission, California Independent System Operator and Los Angeles 

Department of Water and Power. 
 

The analysis that Bill Powers prepared of the joint agency "Aliso Canyon Action Plan to 
Preserve Gas and Electric Reliability for the Los Angeles Basin" and the "Risk 
Assessment Technical Report" appears to misunderstand the purpose and focus of the 
Action Plan. It questions the long term need for the Aliso Canyon Storage facility and 
mistakenly assumes that the purpose of the joint agency effort is to justify the 
continued operation of Aliso Canyon. The joint agencies disagree with this premise and 
analysis. 
 
The California Public Utilities Commission, California Energy Commission, California 
Independent System Operator, and the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
have a public responsibility to analyze and prepare for the risks associated with the 
anticipated gas curtailments resulting from Aliso Canyon. With the issuance of the 
Action Plan, we have done our part to identify potential risks, partner with local 
utilities to minimize those risks and mobilize customers to do what they can to save 
energy this summer.   
 
The main concern of the agencies who partnered in authoring the “Aliso Canyon 
Action Plan to Preserve Gas and Electric Reliability for the Los Angeles Basin” is to 
identify risks and take proactive steps to ensure reliability of service for Southern 
Californians.  

 
The assessment issued by Bill Powers argues against the long term need for Aliso 
Canyon without adequately assessing the topic at hand: potential reliability impacts 
this summer without use of Aliso Canyon. Specifically, his analysis attempts to refute 
the findings of the Joint Agency Action Plan without considering the realistic current 
operating constraints of the existing gas and electricity systems in the greater Los 
Angeles area.  

 
By not considering these actual operating conditions, the Powers analysis fails to 
acknowledge the distinct possibility of electrical outages in Southern California this 
summer if utilization of Aliso Canyon gas supplies and other mitigation measures are 
not implemented. 
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### 
 
The California Energy Commission is the state's primary energy policy and planning agency. The agency 
was established by the California Legislature through the Warren-Alquist Act in 1974. It has seven core 
responsibilities: advancing state energy policy, encouraging energy efficiency, certifying thermal power 
plants, investing in energy innovation, developing renewable energy, transforming transportation, and 
preparing for energy emergencies. 
 
The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) regulates privately owned electric, natural gas, 
telecommunications, water, railroad, rail transit, and passenger transportation companies. The CPUC serves 
the public interest by protecting consumers and ensuring the provision of safe, reliable utility service and 
infrastructure at reasonable rates, with a commitment to environmental enhancement and a healthy 
California economy. 
 
The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, the largest municipal water and power utility in the 
nation, was established more than 100 years ago to deliver reliable, safe water and electricity to 3.8 million 
residents and businesses in Los Angeles. LADWP provides its 674,000 water customers and 1.4 million 
electric customers with quality service while keeping rates competitive with other utilities. 
 
The California ISO provides open and non-discriminatory access to one of the largest power grids in the 
world. The vast network of high-voltage transmission power lines is supported by a competitive energy 
market and comprehensive grid planning. Partnering with about a hundred clients, the nonprofit public 
benefit corporation is dedicated to the continual development and reliable operation of a modern grid that 
operates for the benefit of consumers. Recognizing the importance of the global climate challenge, the ISO 
is at the forefront of integrating renewable power and advanced technologies that will help meet a 
sustainable energy future efficiently and cleanly. 
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