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History of Chatsworth Reservoir
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History of Chatsworth Reservoir

1918 Chatsworth Reservoir
Dam Coruruction
From the RX Archives

Circa 1918 - Early stages of construction of the Chatsworth Reservoir using horses and carts.

Circa 1918 — Construction workers pose in front of steam shovel
at the Chatsworth Reservoir dam site.

Photo from Waterand Power Associates

Circa 1920s — Chatsworth Reservoir outlet tower.
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Circa 1919 - View looking down toward the recently filled Chatsworth Reservoir. Circa 1930s — View showing the Chatsworth Reservoir and Outlet Tower
with the Santa Susana Mountains in the background.



History of Chatsworth Reservoir

CISN Rapid Instrumental Intensity Map for San Fernando Earthquake
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1971 San Fernando Earthquake
Magnitude 6.6

PRoto frof Associated Press

Workers clear rubble from collapsed buildings at the
Veterans Hospital in Sylmar after the San Fernando Earthquake.

Collapsed structure after the San Fernando Earthquake.
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Chatsworth Reservoir Becomes Chatsworth Nature Preserve
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MOTION

The Chatsworth Reservoir is an important natural preserve for the residents of the San Fernando
Valley. It provides the residents a place to experience and to observe nature in all its beauty,

Furthermore, it i3 the home to a large population of natural fiora and fauna, much of it indigenous
to the southwest. It is consistently used as an educational experience for Los Angeles school
children. Environmental organizations frequent the preserve to conduct research and educate the
public

The City has owned the Reservoir since it purchased the property in 1913, The Reservoir was
initially used as & water storage and a lood control basin for the City's citrus industry and
residential water supply. It secved in this capacity uatil 1969 when the water was drained from
the Reservoir for the last time. [t has since served the City in its preseat capacity as a natural eco-
system and wildlife preserve. Due to seismic activity in the area and ideatified earthquake faults,
It is against federal law to use the reservoir for water storage. It has been zoned as a “nature
preserve’” since . The current name of the reservoir makes this designation is unclear. A new
name reflecting both the use and designation of the preserve is therefore wirranted

In an effort to assure the future of the Reservoir as & park and anture preserve, free of any
residential or commercial development, the name should be changed to reflect the designation of
the facility to the Chatsworth Nature Preserve/Rescrvoir,

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council request the Department of Water & Power
Commission to change the name of the Chatsworth Reservoir to the Chatsworth Nature
Prescrve/Reservoir to reflect conformance with the current zoning designation and maintain the
use of the ares as a natural eco-system,

PRESENTEDBY

Hal Bernson
Councilman, 12th District

SECONDED BY

Mazvin Braude

Introduced 12/18/96
fule 16

LA City Council Ordinance 169723 (1994) amended the
Chatsworth Reservoir Zoning to "Nature Preserve"

LA City Council File 96-2413 (1999) changed the name of
Chatsworth Reservoir To “Chatsworth Nature Preserve / Reservoir”



Chatsworth Nature Preserve Habitat

Photo byJohn Luker Photo byJohn

Red-tailed Hawk feeding its chick in its nest.
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Coyote White Faced Ibis Red-tailed Hawk
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Chatsworth Nature Preserve Habitat

Photo byJohn Luker Photo byJohn Luker

Valley Oak Trees Egret flies over the Ecology Pond.

Photo byJohn Luker

Valley Oak Trees A full Chatsworth Ecology Pond after the rain in early 2023.
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Chatsworth Nature

Photo by Nurit Katz

Preserve Habitat

Photo byJohn Luker

Photo byJohn Luker
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Current Community Engagement:
Annual Earth Day Open House

Chatsworth Nature Preserve

Earth Day Open House
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Tina Orduno Calderon, Culture Bearer and descendant of Komiikranga (shared

territory for the Chumash and Tongva) leads storytelling at the Sacred Circle. |

. Fernandeiio Tataviam Band of Mission Indians VP Mark Villasenor
A Local Boy Scouts of America Troop leads the flag ceremony. takes part in the Earth Day ceremony. Commissioner Nurit Katz speaks during the Open House program.

13



Current Community Engagement:
Annual Winter Solstice Open House

Winter Solstice

COMMUNITY WELLNESS GATHMERING

NRISI

Photo by LADWP

Alan Salazar, a Tribal Elder of the Fernandefio Tataviam
and Venturefio Chumash Tribes, smudges with sage.

LADWP General Manager and Chief Engineer, Marty Adams,
gives his welcome speech.

Photo by LADWP
Fernandefio Tataviam Band of Mission Indians President Senator Henry Stern (Left) on a nature hike 14

Guests gathered around the Sacred Circle.

Rudy Ortega, Jr. leads the 2021 Winter Solstice Ceremony. around the Ecology Pond.



Current Community Engagement:

Volunteers

Photo from Sky Valley V@lunteers

Volunteer, Sharon Shingai, relocates
rattlesnakes before the Winter Solstice event.

Volunteer picks up trash along LADWP employees and volunteer, Wendi Gladstone,
Woolsey Canyon. release arescued Coopers Hawk.

John Luker takes a selfie with the Sky Valley Volunteers.

Herp Connection volunteers conduct their semi-
annual wildlife survey.
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Biodiversity Goals:
LA City Biodiversity Index
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Next Steps:

EPRI Recommendations, Current Progress, and Potential

* EPRI Recommendations
» Biological Assessment
» Enabling Scientists and Cultural Leaders
» Community Collaborations

* Current Progress
» Biological Assessment
» Native Oak Tree Re-Establishment
» Educational Native Garden

e Potential

» Support and Restore Native Habitat and Biodiversity
» Access for Research, Education, and Tribal Activities
» Expand Stakeholder Engagement

» ldentify Agency or Organization Partner to Develop Site Management Plan
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