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LADWP Stormwater Capture Presentation Overview

• Stormwater challenges and solutions

• Watershed management goals and 
strategies

• Regional coordination

• Multi-benefits and partnerships
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LA’s History with Stormwater

Challenges

• Extreme wet weather and flooding

• Stormwater channeled into ocean

• Carries harmful pollutants

• Urbanization reduces aquifer recharge
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LA Flood of 1938
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LA’s History with Stormwater
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waterandpower.org

1924 2024
Urbanization in the San Fernando Valley
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LA’s History with Stormwater
Solutions
• Watershed Management Group created in 2008

• Manages Water System’s involvement in stormwater issues
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Stormwater Capture Master Plan
• Approved by Board in August 2015

• Stormwater Capture Master Plan goals
• Quantify stormwater capture potential

• Identify projects, programs, & policies

• Prioritize water supply criteria

• Develop costs/benefits 

• Define timeline and milestones

• Develop partnerships
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“The SCMP is a document 
that outlines LADWP’s 
strategies over the next 20 
years to implement 
stormwater projects and 
programs, and to 
cooperate with others on 
projects in the City that 
will contribute to more 
reliable and sustainable 
local water supplies.” 
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Watershed Management Goals

Local supply sustainability 
• Capture 150,000 AFY of 

stormwater by 2035

• Reduce reliance on imported 
water

• Improve drought resiliency 

• Support the green economy
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Stormwater Capture Capacity 
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Maximizing Stormwater Capture

• Recharge the San Fernando Groundwater Basin

• Re-use systems

• Diversion to water reclamation plant

• Leverage funding sources

• Forge new partnerships

• Multi-benefit approach 
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WY 23-24 – Stormwater Capture in City of LA
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Precipitation Extremes in Eastern Sierra (SWE)
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Maclay Highline & Extreme Wet Weather 
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• Additional measures to manage 
extreme flows

• Divert excess flows from LA 
Aqueduct to spreading grounds 

• Diverted 4,200 acre-feet in WY 22-23

Photos by Hans Gutknecht, Los Angeles Daily News/SCNG
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Measure W – Safe, Clean Water Program 

• Passed in November 2018

• Approved by 70% of LA County voters

• Parcel tax of 2.5 cents per sq. ft. of impermeable area

• Generates ~ $280M annually

• Managed by LA County Flood Control District 
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Measure W – Safe, Clean Water Program 
• Funds projects, concepts, and studies that achieve the 

following multi-benefits:
• Water supply

• Water quality 

• Community benefits

• Flood management

• Nature-based solutions

• Funds could also be used for O&M
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Multi-Benefits of Stormwater Capture
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Increase Water 
Supply Reliability

Sustain 
Communities

Enhance Open 
Space Recreation

Improve Groundwater 
Quality

Increase Reclaimed 
Water Usage

Enhance Habitat
Improve Water 

Quality (TMDLs)

Reduce Greenhouse 
Gases
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Partnerships
LACFCD: 
Spreading Grounds & Reservoirs

Metro: Orange Line Infiltration Project

City of San Fernando: San Fernando 
Regional Park Infiltration Project

LASAN: Green Street Projects



Providing clean, reliable water and power and excellent customer 
service in a safe, environmentally responsible and cost-effective manner.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16

